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THE HALLOWS CHURCH PRAYER GUIDE FOR 2018 

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is anyone among 
you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him 
up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one another and 
pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 
working.  Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for 
three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and 
the earth bore its fruit.  James 5:13-18 

As you begin to pray today, taking your part in this unbroken chain of prayer, keep in mind that 
this is not simply a ceremonial tradition, a nice way to start a new year.   James tells us “that the 
prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.”  In some mysterious way, the 
prayers that we lift up today will have a genuinely efficacious role in the unleashing of God’s will 
for our faith family.  

Now, some of us will read the phrase “righteous person” and wonder if we really qualify.  We aren’t 
much heartened by a comparison to Elijah either.  After all, he was an amazing prophet!  But do 
you see what is accented in the passage—that “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours”?  James is 
directing this passage to us, the reader, who, like the original readers, is a part of Christ’s Body. 

You see, it is not that there are some special people with superior natures that are particularly 
effective at prayer.  We are effective because we are now clothed in the righteousness of Christ.  
In Christ, we qualify!  Scripture says that we are given clearance to come boldly before the very 
throne of God (Hebrews 4:16).   

In 1 Peter 2:5-9, believers are described as a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices.  One of 
the roles of the priest was to offer intercession for the people.  When we pray, we are living out an 
important part of our new gospel-saturated identity, following in the footsteps of Christ and the 
Holy Spirit (Romans 8:26-27; John 17).  When we pray, we ascribe value to the work that Christ 
did for us on the cross; He gave His very life that we might have this kind of relationship with and 
access to God so that we might have such a holy calling.  Let’s honor His sacrifice! 
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Let’s bless our Redeemer.  The book of Revelations depicts the prayers of the saints as rising with 
incense before the Lord (see Rev. 8:1-5).  The imagery includes a golden altar before the throne, 
which reinforces the idea of prayer as one of our priestly, spiritual sacrifices.  As in the opening 
passage from James, these prayers are effective in the unleashing of God’s will—they set in 
motion a piece of God’s plan for the end of time. 

So let’s respond and do as the verses in James exhort—praise, confess, and pray—with faith and 
expectation, knowing that because of Christ’s sacrifice our sacrifice will not be unfruitful.   

PRAISE 
Reflect on the past year:  For what can you specifically thank God?  What has given you joy 
(cheer as James says)?  Has He met your needs?  Has He transformed your heart?  What aspect 
of His character can you proclaim gratitude for in a special way this year?  How have you seen 
Him at work in our church?  Offer up these reflections as prayers of praise.  Give Him glory. 

CONFESS 
Though, in Christ, we already have positional righteousness before God, these verses in James and 
others suggest that unconfessed sin can still be a hindrance to our prayer life (1 Peter 3:7).  The 
answer is simple: confess your sins and be forgiven (1 John 1:9).  Indeed, repeatedly in Scripture 
we see confession woven into the life of prayer (think of the Lord’s prayer).  So take a little time 
to make sure that your conscience is clear, and that you have responded to any corrections from 
the Holy Spirit.  

PRAY 
This year the main prayer points are organized around our church’s core values.  We need His help 
if we are to embody what we proclaim.  Most of the requests are drawn directly from Scripture—if 
so, the reference will follow.  Remember we are invited in God’s Word to bring the big things, such 
as major illnesses (as referenced in the James passage) but also even the smallest anxieties to our 
Father in prayer (Phil. 4:6). 

!
PRAYING THROUGH OUR SHARED VALUES !

GOSPEL CLARITY 
Pray that we would not be ashamed of the gospel and would not be cowed into watering down our 
presentation of it through the pressures of culture, whether corporately or in our own individual 
encounters. (Rom. 1:16, Mark 8:38) 

Ask that God would give us increased wisdom and insight into the application of the gospel to all 
aspects of our personal and church life. 

BIBLICAL FIDELITY 
Pray for all of those who serve our church through the teaching of God’s Word or through giving 
counsel from it – that they would be strong in God’s grace, faithful to His Word, patient, loving, 
and not driven by people pleasing. (2 Timothy 2:1-2, 15; 4:1-5) 
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Pray in particular for God to provide a pastor to lead at the West Seattle expression that would 
exemplify this value, rightly handling the word of truth.   

Ask God to grow you and all church members as students of the Word, that there would be 
increase in eagerness, daily discipline, discernment and wisdom. (Acts 17:11, Rom. 14:5) 

HUMBLE COMMUNITY 
Pray that we would “outdo one another in showing honor” (Rom. 12:10) 

Pray for a posture of welcome to characterize our body.  That we would welcome as Christ 
welcomed us.  (Rom. 15:1-7) 

Pray for our gatherings and relationships to be free from partiality. (James 2:1-9) 

Pray that we would not simply please ourselves, but would be focused upon the building up of 
others. (Romans 15) 

Pray that we would not be haughty, but open to reveal our needs and true condition. 

Ask that we would remember to draw upon God’s supply of endurance and encouragement as we 
seek to live in harmony with one another. (Romans 15) 

MISSIONAL STRATEGY 
Pray for each expression’s unique impact on their surrounding community.  May members be 
blessed with strength, obedience, wisdom and creative ideas as to how to be salt and light to their 
neighbors. (Matthew 5:13-16) 

Pray for God’s will to be done regarding building locations in Fremont and the North expression 
(as these locations are rented rather than owned).  If it is most strategic to the equipping of 
believers and the reaching of the lost, pray that there would be continued favor and provision to 
remain at the current locations.  If it would be more strategic for us to be at other locations, then 
pray that God would open up clear opportunities. 

Pray for all of the individual Missional Communities scattered throughout this area. 

Pray for our kid’s ministry: that our new leadership, Mark Smith and family, would experience 
God’s provision as they readjust to life in the States after serving as missionaries in Guam.  Pray 
that God would use them to guide and strengthen our outreach to our own children.  (Psalm 
78:5-7) 

SACRIFICIAL GENEROSITY 
Pray that we would have opportunity to give and would respond to those opportunities with willing 
hearts. 

Pray for an eagerness to meet needs both near and far, within and outside of our community. 
(Galatians 6:9-10, Titus 3:14, 2 Cor.8:1-5) 
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Pray that we would set our hopes on God and thus be freed to be generous, that we would 
experience a reorientation from a fixation upon earthly treasure to a focus upon eternal treasure. 
(1 Timothy 6:17-19) 

Ask that God would increase our appreciation of what God has given to us and increase our 
creativity in how we leverage it – to see the possibilities in all of our resources (money, time, skills, 
etc.). 

Pray there would be a generous response to all of the volunteer needs at each of our expressions, 
that God would stir hearts. 

CULTURAL INTEGRITY 
Pray that we would fulfill our purpose for remaining in this world, but not be of the world.  That we 
would be protected from the evil one, our minds conformed to God’s truth and values, not 
automatically drawn into the surrounding cultural milieu. (John 17:14-15, Romans 12:1-2) 

Pray for all Hallows members who spend significant chunks of their time in secular contexts, 
whether it be in the workplace, educational environments, or with arts or athletic organizations— 
may they spread everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of God and may God be given glory 
(2 Corinthians 2:15). 

GLOBAL MENTALITY 
Pray for our outreach to international students that fruitful relationships would be formed, that 
students would be drawn to Christ, and that volunteers would be ready to share the hope that is in 
Christ, their speech seasoned with salt. (Colossians 4:3-6, 1 Peter 3:15) 

Pray for C.H.—a Hallows member we sent out to serve on the foreign mission field last year—and 
his new wife A as they adjust to a new culture, a new language and to being newlyweds.  Pray that 
God would continue to send out individuals from our church according to His will, and that our 
hearts and support would be behind them. (2 Cor. 1:11) 

Ask that our yearly overseas engagement trips would be effective—a blessing to those who go and 
to the local church in other parts of the world.     

!
BENEDICTION 

As you have been faithful to make your requests known to God, may “the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding…guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:7).

"4


